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     Welcome Home!



MISSION STATEMENT 
The campus of The Ohio Eastern  
Star Home is dedicated to leading  
the way into the future while 
providing the highest quality of 
services and enriching the lives  
of all we serve. Our innovation  
and adaptability support our 
environment for growth and  
promotes our commitment to  
being an industry leader.

VISION STATEMENT 
To develop a continuing care 
retirement community to serve  
the Ohio Eastern Star members  
and related Masonic bodies and  
the Central Ohio community. 

EDITOR 
Melanie Bolender  
Director of Development 
mbolender@oeshome.org  

SPOTLIGHT is published by:  
The Ohio Eastern Star Home  
1451 Gambier Road 
Mount Vernon, OH  43050 
740-397-1706 
888-818-2537 (Toll Free)  

For a change in member status  
(i.e. inactive, deceased), please notify 
Gail Lyall at: glyall@oeshome.org  
or call 740-397-1706 ext 3036. 

For an address change, send the back 
page with the new address to:
The Ohio Eastern Star Home 
Attn: Gail Lyall 
1451 Gambier Rd 
Mount Vernon, OH 43050 

 www.oeshome.org 
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“Welcome” to our new Trustee! 
It’s my great pleasure to welcome Ron Hardesty 
to the Board of Trustees at the OES Home. 
Ron is filling the seat vacated by Steve Moore, 
PGM, who was elected as a Grand Trustee. The 
OESH board of trustees will no doubt benefit 
from Ron’s dedication and commitment to Ohio 
Eastern Star, his years of experience and his good 
old fashioned common sense!  
 A Whitehall native, Ron spent most of his career in the residential, 
commercial and industrial HVAC business. He finally retired so he’d 
have time for a new assignment: traveling with the 2015-16 Worthy 
Grand Matron, Evelyn Hardesty! Ron and Evelyn live on 10 acres in 
Johnstown where Ron keeps a few beef. Ron also enjoys collecting 
and restoring red tractors.   
 Ron has been a member of OES for over 40 years. We’re thankful 
he agreed to spend the next few serving our Home!

Carl Calderhead, Chairman
OESH Board of Trustees

Award winners from the Mount Vernon-Knox  
County Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards 
Dinner.  CEO Michele Engelbach, front row far  
left, holds the “Heart Award.”  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Carl Calderhead, Chairman
 cjcgjc@msn.com

Joell Buchanan, Vice Chairman 
 rxjb@aol.com

Joan Wedge, Treasurer 
 j.wedge@sbcglobal.net 

Patricia Eyestone, Secretary 
 peyeston@smithfiled.com   

Ron Hardesty 
 erhard@embarqmail.com 

Howard Laudermilk 
 laudermilk@ameritech.net 

Larry Mayer 
 larry@mayerfarmequipment.com

Barbara Stuart 
 barb.stuart@ATT.net

Becky Thatcher 
 bkthatcher72@yahoo.com

Greetings!          I am so proud and pleased   
          to announce that The Ohio Eastern 
Star Home Neighborhoods were nominated for and received the Knox 
County Chamber of Commerce Heart Award. The Heart Award is “given 
to a Chamber member business recognized for achieving and maintaining 
architectural design that complements our community.” As we move into 
the New Year, look for continued 
renewal of parts of our campus.    
 Although the Neighborhoods 
were the main focus of the capital 
campaign, several phases  
of the overall project remain.  
Most of Units 1 & 2 have been  
demolished, but part of Unit 2 
is being transformed into a new 
therapy center. A small part of  
Unit 1 will be converted into a  
new beauty shop and offices that  
were lost in the demolition.  
 As we continue to grow and update our campus, we become more 
sustainable into the future and are securing a vital place as a leader in the 
healthcare community of Knox County. We so appreciate all of the support 
from the Eastern Star Membership.
Yours in Service, 
Michele Engelbach, CEO 
Ohio Eastern Star Home
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Nearly $3,000 was raised during the 2016 Bob 
Evans fundraiser! Including the proceeds from the 
Bob Evans gift card sales, the total raised for all  
three years was close to $16,000! Thirty-one 
residents of the OES Home enjoyed a meal at the 
local Bob Evans on Election Day. One group went 
for breakfast and another group went for lunch.  
“Thank you” to everyone who helped make this a 
successful fundraiser for the capital campaign!

   Have you heard of Gnomeo and 
            Juliette?  Not the characters from  
          Shakespeare, but the garden gnomes 
who have become the mascots for the 2017 
WGM/WGP Project at the OES Home. While 
this project will not involve a wedding, it may 
involve some weeding! Our goal is to transform 
the space between our new neighborhoods into  
a beautifully landscaped, community courtyard.  
 I have always loved the forget-me-not, and it 
became more significant to me when a family 
member developed Alzheimer’s. The forget-me-
not is the symbol for the Alzheimer’s Association. 
This courtyard area will be secure, so all residents, 
including those with dementia, will be able to 
enjoy the fresh air and sunshine. Naming our 
project “There’s No Place Like GNOME” just 
seemed right.      
 Here’s a gardening tip: The best way to tell if 
you are removing a weed and not a valuable  
plant is to gently pull on it. If it comes out of  
the ground easily, it’s a valuable plant!   
 Two dates to spotlight are the Charities 
Extravaganza and OES Home Day on June 24 
and June 25.  

 The theme for our 
fun (and fundraising) 
on Saturday is 
“Unforgettable  
Love Stories.”   
In our lives and in 
our Ritual, we celebrate many kinds 
of love stories: love between parents and children, 
love between in-laws, love between husbands and 
wives, love of country, love between sisters and 
brothers, love for each other, and love for God. 
You won’t want to miss the parade of our twelve 
calendar girl brides that evening! Please join us for 
an unforgettable evening!   
 Sunday, June 25, is the annual OES Home Day.  
If you haven’t seen the OES Home in the last 
10 months, you haven’t seen our Home! What 
a beautiful transformation the entire campus 
has made! Please plan to attend this celebration 
of your Home. Also check the calendar on our 
website (www.ohiooes.org). We look forward 
to being with you at as many events as your 
schedules and gas tanks will allow.

Michelle Howell, Worthy Grand Matron  
Bill Cox, Worthy Grand Patron

Capital 
Campaign  

hits high  
mark!

No Place Like  

(Note: If you heard Bob Evans sold the restaurant division of its 
business, this was a financial move and should not affect most of the 
restaurants. While a few poor-performing restaurants may be closed, 
the majority will keep the name “Bob Evans” and will continue to 
operate. Any Bob Evans gift cards you have are still good!)
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The new Neighborhoods are built 
and 62 residents are living in their 
new homes! Each neighborhood 
is becoming the heart of a 
community of 15 or 16 people who 
are enjoying watching television 
by the fireplace and eating meals 
together. The individual private 
rooms are providing the comfort  
of privacy when desired. A resident 
of Rose Neighborhood said, “I feel 
like I hit the lottery! We all feel 
that way!”

Safely 

You may have a 
hidden treasure in 
your desk and not 
realize it! If you keep 
papers in a desk you 
may have something 
of great value tucked 
away and forgotten. 
   People purchase 
life insurance policies 

for protection against a catastrophic loss. As the 
owner of the life insurance policy ages, the need 
to care for dependents typically lessens. Some 
people choose to turn in the life insurance policy 
for face value which may not represent the full 
current value.    
 Another option for this “hidden treasure” is to 
change the beneficiary to a charity of one’s choice. 
Life insurance policies may be given as gifts to 
designated charities allowing the donor to make a 
larger gift than he or she thought possible.   
 Similarly, remainders of qualified retirement plans 
may be designated for a charity. Request a “Change 
of Beneficiary” form and make your favorite charity 
the testamentary beneficiary of the remainder of 
the plan when death occurs. It’s never too early-or 
too late-to consider what your legacy will be!

Hidden Treasure?

By Melanie Bolender

Just prior to moving into their new rooms in the 
Neighborhoods, each resident had the pleasure of 
choosing a one-of-a-kind handmade quilt. Sixty-two 
quilts were donated by Joell Buchanan, OES Home 
Trustee. She made nearly all of them by herself,  
but acknowledges that 
she had some help. 
These quilts added a 
special warmth — and 
an array of wonderful 
colors—to the 
residents’ new homes!  
Bless your generous 
heart, Joell!

A Quilt for Each Resident
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Although the four neighborhoods are completed, the 
capital campaign does not end until June 30. Work remains 
to be done, and funds still need to be raised. After building 
the neighborhoods, Units 1 and 2 were demolished. The 
ambulance entrance and beauty shop, which was housed in 
Unit 1, must be replaced. The medical records and medical 
supply offices were located in Unit 2 so new offices need to 
be built. Finally, the main dining room will be repurposed 
to serve as a community room for large group events. 
 As of December 31, 2016, $3.8 million of the $4.5 
million capital campaign goal had been raised. During these 
final months of the capital campaign, you will be hearing 
about an exciting opportunity that will help us reach  
our goal! With baseball spring 
training underway, we’re 
figuratively rounding 3rd base 
and heading toward home! 
Watch for announcements 
about how you can hit a 
double and bring us HOME!

Home! 
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Thank you for your generous support! The Ohio Eastern Star gifts listed below  
were given to various funds including Christmas, memorials, endowments, and the  
WGM/WGP Project from September 1 – December 31, 2016.

on Our Donors 

1983 Worthy Matrons 
1992 Grand Officers 
Renee Ackerman
Ralph & Raella Baker 
Gwendolyn Bennett 
Susan Bennett
Margorie Buhrow
Vivian Chrisopulos, PGM 
David Clarke
Cliff PGP & Constance Clifton 
James Dale
Joan Draper
Mike & Susan Dunlap

Richard Dunlap
Thomas Dunlap
Janice Goerss, PGM
Larry PGP & Margaret Groves
Bruce & Betty Dawn Hardman, PGM 
Ray PGP & Marilyn Hendricks 
Margaret Heninger
Debra Huffman
Susan Huss
Norris & Maxine Jeffers  
Carol Jones, PGM
Ed & Carol Kauffman, PGM
Carol Kopfman
Marsha Kujawa

In honor of Past Grand Matron Marilyn Bennett’s 
90th birthday, the following donors made gifts  
to the Reading Room:

Lotus Chapter #477
Mary Miller
Shirley Olmstead
Ralph & Betty Prescott
Peg Reiterman, PGM
Sue Spore
Ken & Becky Thatcher
Roy PGP & Faye Turk
Jimmie & Gail Walsh, PGM
Albert & Jean Watters, PGM 
Richard & Eleanor Wilson
Melvin & Eloise Wyse, PGM
John & Bonnie Youngblood, PGM

Leadership Circle
($1,000 – $4,999)
Athens Chapter #175  
Grand Chapter of Ohio

Radiance Club
($500 – $999)
District 6 Association  
Jennifer Pietrowski

Guild of Hope
($100 – $499)
1993 Grand Family 
2014 Grand Family
2017 Deputy Grand Matrons
Aldora Chapter #262
Althea Chapter #438
Amelia Chapter #338
Ann Rutledge Chapter #453
Bellefontaine Chapter #459
Carol Boyd
Carnation Chapter #167
Corinthian Chapter #393
Cornelia Chapter #93
Ed & Jan Cosby
Coshocton Chapter #157
District 3 Association
District 8 Association
District 8 – Former Grand 
 Appointments
District 12 Association
District 13 Association
District 21 Association
District 28 Association
Robert & Lynda Duhl
Evelyn’s Whimsies
Falls Chapter #245
Farmersville Chapter #155
Fort Black Chapter #336
Fort Hamilton Chapter #568
Gallipolis Chapter #283
Garfield Chapter #324
George Lewis Behrens Chapter #504
Glenwood Chapter #303

Grove City Chapter #502
Groveport Chapter #440
Bruce & Betty Dawn Hardman,   
 PGM
Heber Chapter #62
Hillsboro Chapter #441
Chris & Michelle Howell, WGM
Marguerite Joyce
Knox Chapter #236
Diane Kracker
Marguerite Lawrence
Lebanon Chapter #343
Matamoras Chapter #261
Miriam Chapter #278
Mt. Healthy Chapter #365
New Hope Chapter #590
OES Secretaries/Treasurers Assoc.
Opal Chapter #181
Parthenia Chapter #124
Port Clinton Chapter #267
Queen Esther Chapter #15
Reber Chapter #161
Tommy & Deborah Schafer
Shreve Chapter #496
Tippecanoe Chapter #307
Trinity Chapter #16
Tri-State Committee
Warpole Chapter #366
Margaret Wheeler
Wheelersburg Chapter #516
S. Christian Wilks
Worthington Chapter #287
Yondota Chapter #317

Good Stewards
(Under $100)
1997 Stars & Stripes – PM &  
 PP Group  
2001 Carolyn’s Lads & Lasses –  
 PMs & PPs

2002 Deputy Grand Matrons
2014 Grand Family – Gail’s Farus  
 Wheels
2016 Grand Family
Anonymous
Aurelius Chapter #60
Beacon Chapter #593
Beallsville Chapter #24
Belmont Chapter #555
Brownsville Chapter #486
Betty Brunton
Celestine Chapter #185
Celina Chapter #91
Clarington Chapter #533
Christopher Clayton
District 5 – Past Grand Appointments
District 15 – Starlights
Arden & Janet Doolittle
Jenny Durbin
East Palestine Chapter #381
Jan Emge
Susan Flora
Lynnette Garrett
Greenwood Chapter #159
Ron & Evelyn Hardesty, PGM
Charles & Tracy Hawthorne
IAM & AW – Kokosing LL #90
Ida Chapter #416
Jefferson Chapter #300
Labelle Chapter #414
Licking Chapter #551
Carl & Shirley Lubberger
Lucasville Chapter #495
Marietta Chapter #59
Mary Chapter #9
Milford Chapter #234
Millersport Chapter #301
Robert & Robyn Moellenberg
Morning Light Chapter #80

Newark Chapter #305
Oriental Chapter #106
Orion Chapter #12
Owensville Chapter #370
Oxford Chapter #225
Racine Chapter #134
Salem Chapter #334
Spencerville Chapter #130
Teresa Chapter #257
Unionport Chapter #360
Robert & Denise Vanderhorst
Carrie Varian
Venus Chapter #76
Vinton Chapter #375
Judith Walk
Washington Chapter #195

Thank 
you!  
to the 126 OES 
Home staff 
members who 
contributed 
through payroll 
deduction! 



The Capital  
Campaign is...  
Almost Home

Only one more door to open!

Gifts below were given October 1 – December 31, 2016.
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1985 Grand Family
1988 Grand Family
1992 Grand Family
2003 Grand Of cers
2006 - 2010 Grand Family 
Aero Chapter #536
Bruce Ailes, PGP
Ann Hill Chapter #81 
Michael & Rita Arnold 
Beacon Chapter #593 
Melissa Clarke Beckett 
Allison Bennett
Courtney Bennett
David Bennett
Gary Bennett
Gwen Bennett
Marilyn Bennett, PGM 
Milton Bennett*
Gordon & Wynne Bogert 
George & Marilyn Braatz 
Darla Brake
Stephen & Pennie Brown 
Pamela Bruce
Carl & June Calderhead 
David & Gloria Cazan 
Carol Bennett Clarke
David Clarke
Lauren Clarke
Gerald & Patricia Davis 
Danielle Dawson
Marian Delong
Dorcas Chapter #277 
Theodora Douglass
Susan Bennett Dunlap 
Michael Dunlap
East Palestine Chapter #381 
George & Susan Eberwine 
Thomas & Nancy Esper 
Howard & Donna Fish 
Thomas & June Galyen
Leo Garey
Lora Givler
Debbie Goodin
Betty Grandy
Linda Grillmeier
Lucille Hambly
Elaine Hammond
Alan & Naundice Hart 
Heber Chapter #62

Larry & Nancy Helyes 
Gerald & Patricia Hensley 
Donald & Alice Hieber 
Grace Hubbell
Frank Hudson
Ida Chapter #416 
Marguerite Joyce
Connie Kent
Larry & Sue Kerns, PGM 
Nancy Kirkpatrick 
Drusilda Knoop
Virginia Koch
Holly Leidenheimer
Edward & Carole Leonard 
Rosemarie Livingston
Lotus Chapter #477
Lucasville Chapter #495 
Lyndon Chapter #361
James & Judith Mack
John & Esther Manker
Pamela Marshall
Algin Miller, PGP*
Robert & Jeannette Miller 
Virginia Miller*
Larry & Joyce Moore
Donald & Martha Muse
Roy & Jo Ann Noggle 
Oriental Chapter #106
Joseph & Phyllis Pacsuta 
Palestine Chapter #51 
Florence Parmenter
Bruce & Carlene Patterson 
Barbara Pelfrey, PGM
Phyllis Phillips
Rachael Pierce
Ralph & Betty Prescott
Dora Purcell
Ravenna Chapter #46
Dale & Jacqueline Ray
Scott & Jill Riddle
Vilma Rizzuti
Carolyn Ross
Jerry & Bonnie Salyers 
Amanda Bennett Schafer
Jane Smith
Norma Smoot
Wayne & Brenda Sperber 
Roger & Donna Stiller 
Barbara Stuart
James & Gayle Sutherin, PGM 
Donald Tenney
Tiffin Chapter #189
Triune Chapter #344
Vinton Chapter #375
Beverly Ware
Stephanie Bennett Wesling 
Donna Whitely
Kathrine Wilson
Liz Clarke Zaenger
Marilyn Zakareckis

Million  
Dollar  
Circle

*Given in memory of, by Marilyn Bennett

Benefactor
($25,000 & Above)
Pelton Estate 

Family
($10,000 – $24,999)
Darla Burkhart Bohenko 
William & Lucille Greig 
Medina Chapter #266
Friend
($5,000 – $9,999)
William & Patricia Whittington

Companion
($1,000 – $4,999)
Daniel & Katharine Andrews 
Bob Evans Farms, Inc. 
Marilyn Franck
Louise James
Carrie Jeffries 
Linda Pierson

Valued Donor
(Below $1,000)
Marilyn Alspach
Amelia Chapter #338 
Anonymous
Mike & Diane Baeslack 
Robert & Ann Baird
Darcy Baker
Herbert & Jo Anne Barker 
Robert & Pamela Blankenhorn 
Charlotte Bolton
Cheryl Borcher
Gilbert & Barbara Boring 
Rosine Botten
James & Theresa Bragg 
Marilyn Bragg
Brecksville Chapter #537
Carl & Virginia Briggs
Joell Buchanan
Richard & Marjorie Buhrow 
Corley Byras
Joyce Campbell
Wanda Campbell
Celina Chapter #91
Richard & Lynda Chambers 
Charity Lodge No.530
Melissa Claggett
Clermont Chapter #135
Ruth Cook
James & Rae Ellen Dale 
Donald & Sandra Devore 
District 28 Association
Wroena Dusthimer, PGM
East Palestine Chapter #381 
Richard & Fay Eden
Lloyd Egbert
Falls Chapter #245

Sharon Ferrell
Kimberly Fon
Ellen Gard
Jenna Geuy
Golden Rule Chapter #442 
Joachim & Patricia Gorze 
Goshen Chapter #382
Charles & Janice Graham 
Thomas Grahek
Elwood Grassi
William & Lucille Greig
Grove City Chapter #502 
Richard & Tina Gullett
Clara Gumble
Janet Hale
Laura Hardacre
Alivia Hartshorn
Janice Herrmann
Peg Higginbotham
Robert & Carole Histed
Mary Huber
Carol Huff
Curtis & Ginger Huhn 
Rolland & Susan Huss 
Donna Hutchins
Iva Chapter #311 
Louise James
Edgar & Carol Kauffman, PGM 
Don & Cheryl Kehrer
Glenn & Virginia Kidwell 
Patricia Kirk
Audrey Kleasen
Gary & Marian Koester
William & Betty Landrum
Laura Chapter #264
Licking Chapter #551 – Wilmetta
 Social Club
Hanson & Harriet Lilly
Lorraine Chapter #1
Madeleine Chapter #204
Larry & Susie Mayer
John & Nancy McCollum 
Margaret McCord
Karen Meskimen
Keith & Donna Miller
Charles & Jean Milligan
Alton & Theresa Montgomery 
Marjorie Morgan
Paul & Janice Morris
Mary Motz
Bill & Gayla Mullins
H. Faye Newman
Nanisa Osborn
Bruce & Carlene Patterson
Patricia Perkins
Carol Pfau
William & Suzan Phelps
Ron & Diane Phillips
Juanita Pipes
Port Clinton Chapter #267
Rita Price
Garis & Virginia Pugh
Pamela Ramirez
Jack & Betty Richardson
Edward & Beverly Rowles 
Dorothy Sammet
Lori Schmidt

Katherine Scholz
Scotish Rite Ladies Association 
Judith Selby
Eleanor Semenik
Dennis & Brenda Sepeck
Judy Serdar
David AGP & Joan Sexton
Ronald & Martha Shafer 
Theodore & Linda Lou Sheline 
Mary Shoemaker
Nellie Sipes
Cornelia Smith
Helen Snyder
Joyce Spoerke
Patricia Stebanski
Ruby Steiner
Jean Stevens
James & Gayle Sutherin, PGM 
Ken & Rebecca Thatcher
Toledo Chapter #341

Arlene Tolle
Bonnie Tomko
Harold & Julie Tucker
Unionport Chapter #360
Dorothy Vanatta
Van Wert Chapter #48
Nancy Vithous
Ruth Wagner
Wahneta Chapter #235
Warpole Chapter #366
Joan Wedge
June Wells
Corrine Witham, PGM
Barbara Wood
Woodbine Chapter #61
Dovie Yocum
Yondota Chapter #317
Mary Young
John & Bonnie Youngblood, PGM 
Janet Zappe
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The Ohio Eastern Star Home
1451 Gambier Road
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050
www.oeshome.org

It was a                             “Grand” 

We always have a “grand” time  
when the Grand Family and Deputy 
Grand Matrons visit The Ohio 
Eastern Star Home! After worshipping 
together in the Home’s lovely Chapel, 
food and fellowship were enjoyed in the 
main dining room. Following lunch, 
our guests enjoyed a variety of activities 
with our residents: crafts, dominos, a 
sing-a-long and individual room visits. 
One highlight of Grand Visitation is the entertainment 
provided by the Grand Family and the Deputy Grand 
Matrons — this year was no exception! 

Everyone had a fun, unforgettable day! 

Save the 
  Dates 

Saturday, June 24   
Charities Extravaganza
_________________________

 
Sunday, June 25      

OES Home Open House
_________________________

Watch for more information
in the May Spotlight!

Visitation!


