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Hank Martin’s
 White Board

“‘Season’s Greetings and Happy New 
Year!’  I’m Santa Claus and I approve 

this message!”

Holiday Schedule for 
Duplicate Bridge

There will be no duplicate bridge on 
Christmas day.  Enjoy the holiday.

On Monday, January 1, New Year’s Day, there 
will be duplicate bridge at 2:15 p.m. instead 
of 1:00 p.m., to allow enough time for players 
to finish the special mid-day meal. Call one of 
us if you are looking for a partner: Mary Jo or 
Anne or Bob.

Bob, Mary Jo, Anne or Duplicate Bridge



 PENNSWOOD BULLETIN   3

ARTICLES AND NOTICES

In Memory Of
Morgan J. Van Hise

Apartment: C-212
Deceased: December 20, 2017        

Moved to Pennswood: July 12, 2013

Power Outage 
Update 

When Pennswood experienced the 
unexpected power outage last week, 
we lost the use of our large backup 
generator. Our Facilities team has been 
working with several vendors, including 
a consulting electrical engineer, to 
evaluate the problem and bring a 
quick resolution. While our vendor 
works on repair to the equipment next 
to the generator, we will have a large 
temporary generator on site near the 
Dyer and Ellwood buildings in the event 
that we experience a power outage. If 
Pennswood loses power, our vendor will 
be able to connect us to the temporary 
generator within about four hours of 
the power loss. At this time, we expect 
that our large generator equipment 
repair will be complete in late January. 
We will provide an update at that 
time. Thank you for your patience and 
understanding during this challenging 
time. 
Bryant Powell, Facilities Director 

NEW YEAR’S EVE JAZZ 
CONCERT   

Sunday, December 31 at 7:00 p.m.                      
in Penn Hall followed by refreshments at the Café 

(courtesy of Pennswood Dining Services) and 
possibly group singing

Those who were fortunate enough to be present at 
the August Jazz Concert last summer will remember 
how delightful the performance by the Blue Skies 
Jazz Quartet was.  The group’s selections, their 
musicianship, and connection with the audience 
made it an exceptional event.  And the good news is . 
. . they’ll be back for our New Year’s Eve celebration!
   Assembled by our old friend, Peter Reichlin (who 
tunes and maintains our wonderful  Steinways) , he  
has recruited for our concert another old friend – Dr. 
Jerry Rife, renowned  as the director of the historic 
Blawenburg Band, on clarinet and reeds.  Other 
members of the group will be Dan Tobias – trumpet, 
cornet, alto horn, AND vocals; Pat Mercuri – guitar, 
banjo, mandolin; Joe Plowman – acoustic bass;  and 
Phil Orr – piano and vocals. A special addition and a 
newcomer to us will be Anna Cecilia Ferneborg from 
Sweden. a singer who performs jazz as well as other 
Swedish and American music. Every one of these 
musicians has a distinguished career as performer 
or professor at an important university or orchestra.  
Together, they will bring us an evening to remember.
Please note that we’re starting 15 minutes earlier than 
usual so as to have time to gather for refreshments 
at the Café after the concert.  We often enjoy group 
singing with the refreshments, but, alas, have lost 
our accompanist. If you play enough to back up an 
assortment of resident singers, please volunteer!   
Call Lionel Ruberg at 215-504-1033 to let him know 
and he’ll arrange for the Passmore piano to be 
moved. Come early and stay late – say goodbye to an 
eventful old year and celebrate a hopeful new one.

Harriet, for the Concerts Committee
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Dining Ser vices
On Christmas, Monday, December 25, 

and New Year’s Day, Monday, January 1,                
the following dining schedule will apply:

• The Café will be open for breakfast and 
lunch with regular hours of operation.

• The Main Dining Room and Barclay 
Dining rooms will be open for lunch for the 
main meal. 

• The Café, Main Dining Room and Barclay 
Dining rooms will be closed for the dinner 
meal so that Dining Services employees 
can spend time with family.  

Passmore Center 
Holiday Hours
Sunday, December 24, 2017

Pool open normal hours 1:00 p.m. to    
4:00 p.m.

Monday, December 25,2017
Pool Open 7:00 a.m. to noon - No classes

Gym is unstaffed (NO trainers)

Sunday, December 31, 2017
Pool open normal hours 1:00 p.m. to  

4:00 p.m.

Monday, January 1, 2018
Pool open normal hours with classes 

running
Gym is unstaffed (NO trainers)

Closed on Christmas Day, 
Monday, December 25, 

2017  and New Year’s Day, 
Monday, January 1, 2018:                                   

	 Marketing	          	   Resident Life
	 Finance  		     Facilities Office
	 Human Resources	   Postal Services        
 	    

RESIDENT HEALTH 
On Christmas Day, Monday, December 
25 and New Year’s Day, Monday, 
January 1:

Home Care will be available through 
Resident Health from 8:00 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
After 11 p.m., all calls will be answered by a 
nurse from Woolman House.  

If you need assistance during the holidays, 
please call 215-504-6809, or pull your 
medical alarm. 

The Resident Health Office
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January Community
The January Community Meeting

 will be held on 
Tuesday, January 9, 2018.

12-22/29-17

Let’s Welcome 
Dan Murray 
Pennswood’s 

New CEO 
Please mark your calendar for some 
upcoming opportunities to meet Dan 
Murray. 

Dan will officially begin working at 
Pennswood Village on Monday, January 
8, 2018. 

•On Tuesday, January 9, Dan will be at 
the Community Meeting at 9:00 a.m. in 
Penn Hall.

•On Wednesday, January 10 there will 
be a wine and cheese welcome reception 
from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in Penn Hall 
Lounge. 

•On Thursday, January 11 at 8:30 a.m. 
there will be a fireside meeting in the Penn 
Hall Lounge. 

Linda Krause, Executive Liaison

2018 Newcomers Group
The Newcomers Group will not meet on 
Tuesday, January 2, 2018. The next date we 
will gather is on Tuesday, January 16, 2018 in 
Penn Hall Lounge.

Helen for the Newcomers Group

NY Science Times 
Discussion Group 

We’ll resume out regular Tuesday, 11:00 a.m. – 
12:00 p.m. discussions in the Game Room on 
Thursday, January 4, 2018. 

For newer residents who may not be aware of 
this discussion group, each week the Tuesday 
edition the NY Time has a Science Section 
with is the basis for our Thursday meeting. We 
ever know where the conversation may lead, 
so please come join us for the hour of informal 
science information. Reading the Science 
section is not a prerequisite. There is a copy 
attached to a large wooden clothespin on the 
top shelf in the newspaper area of the library. 

A sincere THANK YOU to those residents who 
leave their Science sections on that shelf for 
use at our meetings. We always appreciate the 
extras and hope you will continue to donate 
your copies. 

Helen Moderator 
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Resident Usher 
Schedule

Resident ushers 
scheduled for Penn Hall 
evening programs for the 
week starting:

Sunday, December 24 
Team #7 

Paulina, Jennie, Mary, 
Marcie, Naomi 

Sunday, December 31 
Team #1

Philip & Helen, Donna, Ellie 

Philip, Chair,  
Resident Ushers

Friends Meeting for 
Worship

Sunday, December 24 
Sunday, December 31

10:30 a.m.
Barclay Terrace Room
Everyone is welcome.

Marjorie, Chair,        
Friends Meeting for 
Worship 

Interdenominational 
Worship Service

Sunday, December 24 
Sunday, December 31

11:00 a.m. in Penn Hall

Dr. Richard Armstrong
Martha Davidson, Organist

All are welcome!

Ruth for the 
Interdenominational 
Congregation

12-22/29-17

“Story On” Alert
There will be no “Story On”                      

meeting in December. 
The New Year will bring on a new meeting 
time. We will be gathering on the FIRST 
Sunday evening of every month at 7:15 
p.m. in the Barclay Terrace Room. 
If you’ve been with us before, welcome 
back. If you haven’t-- try it, you’ll like it. 
Come tell your tale, or listen to others and 
to enjoy the conviviality of sharing. 

Betty for Story On

12-22/29-17

See Government in 
Action

With the installation of the newly elected 
Democratic Supervisor, the Middletown 
Township Supervisors will kick off 2018 at 
its regular meeting at 7:30 p.m., Monday, 
January 2, at 31 Municipal Way in 
Langhorne. 

If you would like to attend, call Eadie.

Or you may view the meeting on TV:  
Channel 22 (Comcast) 

or Channel 30 (Verizon).  

Anne for Elders Indivisible
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Welcome New Resident
Claire

Claire is a New Yorker, with nine months out 
in Oklahoma where her husband, a lawyer, 
was sent by the U.S. Army to become a 
weather observer.  After eight months he 
was sent to London for more of the same.  
Claire was born in Brooklyn and attended city 
schools, including Midwood H.S., NYU (B.A. 
in Philosophy and English Literature) and 
Fordham (MSW).  As of this writing she is not 
quite retired.  Listening to the stories of her 
life, one hears a coherent thread, from the 
study of philosophy and literature in college, 
to a first job with the publisher Harcourt, 
Brace; then two terms on the Great Neck, 
L.I. School Board when her children were 
young, to fifteen years working with the School 
Volunteer Program in the New York City 
Schools and on to psychotherapy.  Claire’s six 
years on the Great Neck School Board were 
dominated by controversy over school busing.  
She points out that the town was already 
racially integrated, yet busing continued to 
be a fraught issue. Eventually the sending 
district, in Queens, halted the program. Back in 
Manhattan working with the School Volunteer 
Program, a privately funded group of tutors 
who were recruited, trained and supervised 
by the volunteers, diversity took another form.  
Her responsibility was for district 1, Chinatown, 
an economically depressed area, and district 2, 
which includes Chelsea and the West Village, 

an affluent area.  Working there in the 1970s 
and ‘80s, Claire found herself doing what 
amounted to social work and she decided she 
wanted more responsibility and more money. 
She headed back to school at Fordham for a 
Masters in Social Work.  With the MSW in her 
pocket, she was able to pursue her interest 
in psychotherapy. Claire’s main interest is 
in group psychotherapy, and she runs three 
different groups of about five to eight each.  
She says that what tends to happen is that 
people position themselves in roles within the 
group in a way that often replicates their roles 
in their families of origin. This process allows 
for insights into that original family dynamic, 
but it is not static; people’s roles can change 
as the group evolves.  All very fascinating.  
One group in particular in New York is having 
trouble letting go of Claire, hence her plan to 
continue it for one more year.

Claire’s two children, now adults and parents, 
live in the greater New York area, not so very 
far away. When her husband and she divorced 
after 29 years of marriage, she was lucky 
enough to find a “soul mate” with whom she 
lived an eventful life for another fifteen years. 
Claire reads a lot on a variety of subjects, from 
a history of the Dakota apartment building in 
New York to political theory, biography and 
fiction. Every winter she spends a month at 
Lake Chapala, Mexico where a cousin runs an 
artist’s residency program.  

The Biographies Committee 

ARTICLES AND NOTICES
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\Ben Hoyle’s 
Resident Meetings                                     

in Penn Hall Lounge
• Thursday, January 11 at 8:30 a.m.

Book Chat X 2
•	One Hot Summer by Rosemary Ashton 
shows how London was changed by 
Dickens, Darwin, and Disraeli and the 
stinky Thames River cleaned up.

•	John LeCarre has finally written another 
Smiley mystery, A Legacy of Spies, that 
will keep you enthralled (in large print).

Virginia for the Library Committee                                                      

12-22/29-17

Wild Things
“I see you stand like greyhounds in the slips,
Straining upon the start. . .”
In other words, you are preparing to bring 
the Resident Art Gallery your works that 
come under the all-encompassing title of 
“Wild Things.”
Please bring them to the gallery on 
Thursday, January 4, 2018 (incredible, but 
yes, that’s the date) between noon and 3:30 
p.m.
The reception for the opening of the show 
will be on Sunday, January 7, 2018 from 
3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 
Yoma, For the Resident Art Gallery

 

La Table Française
French Spoken Here

 
Residents who have some conversational 
ability in French and wish to improve their 
fluency are encouraged to join us at 5:15 
p.m. on Thursday, January 4 for dinner in 
the Main Dining Room. A sign-up sheet 
will be posted on the Items of Interest 
Bulletin Board.

Ella for the French Table 
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Lunch Bunch 
Wednesday, January 3

Bring your lunch and come visit with 
us from 

11:40 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in the 
Resident Conference Room.
Residents are invited to join Pam 
Reifsneider and a small group of 

Newtown Friends 5th graders for lunch 
and conversation.

Questions? 
Contact Sally Marrington, 

215-504-1129

In the Spirit of  the 
Season     

Wedged between the Interdenominational 
Bulletin board and the Trips clipboards is 
a display representing many faiths and 
cultures. So whether you’re celebrating 
Hanukkah, Winter Solstice, Advent, 
Kwanzaa, the birth of Jesus the Christ 
or the Prophet Mohammed—or the 
beginning of longer hours of daylight, we 
wish you Health, Peace & Joy in 2018!  

Marguerite for the Quakerism Committee

ARTICLES AND NOTICES

12-22/29-17

No Bowling 
Shoes Needed…
The Wii bowling sign-up sheet is posted on 
the bulletin board across from Penn Hall.  If 
you have interest in playing with us in the 
upcoming tournament, please add your name 
to the list.

Anyone needing instructions 
for playing the game on the 
Activities Center TV should 
contact Claire.
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Please save the date for an evening of information 
and conversation hosted by LiveWell Connecticut 

(formerly Alzheimer’s Resource Center).
Members of the LiveWell community will join 
Pennswood to share their nationally recognized philosophy and approaches to supporting 
people with Alzheimer’s disease and related neurocognitive changes.  They are excited to 
introduce their innovative practices during this evening event, and invite the entire Pennswood 
community to learn more about how each of us can get involved in several researched- based 
international community initiatives aimed at living well as we age.  
We encourage everyone; residents, families and all staff to attend and learn more about 
building our community’s capacity to support each person where they are and living well. 
More details will appear as we get close to the event. SAVE THE DATE: Tuesday, January 9, 
2018 at 7:00 in Penn Hall.

Diana for the Health Care Advisory Committee

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 at 7:00 in p.m. in Penn Hall
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Happy Holidays from the Pennswood Village 
Stewardship Committee

The Pennswood Village Stewardship Committee would like                                      
to thank you for your very generous support of  the                                                                                                                              

Pennswood Village Funds in 2017.

With the proposed changes to the tax code, the anticipated higher standard deduction 
may soon make it unfavorable for many to itemize deductions. It may beneficial for you to 
make a gift to Pennswood Village before year end. 

This information is not meant as tax or legal advice. Please consult with your financial 
advisor to determine whether this provision is right for you.

A special thank you to Hank Martin, The New Yorker (and Pennswood Village) cartoonist. 

Really Claude, I wish you would remember that now that Pennswood is our 
home, all we have to do is pick up the phone and someone from Facilities will 
come and hang a picture for us.  We’re so lucky to live here!  So let’s support the 
Pennswood Funds as generously as we possibly can.

12-22/29-17

ARTICLES AND NOTICES
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Rebroadcast of the Campus Master Plan Information 
Meeting  on Channel 1970:

The Campus Master Plan Information Meeting (held on December 20) will be 
rebroadcast on Channel 1970  on the following dates and times:

Wednesday, January 10
10:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m., and 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, January 11
11:00 a.m., 4:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m.

Friday, January 12
10:00 a.m., 2:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

 Lori Heading, Communications Manager

12-22/29-17

WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE A HUGE SUCCESS

Forty percent of Puerto Rico’s electrical grid is still not 
functioning three months after the hurricanes hit.  As a result, a 
number of families are coming to Bucks County to be taken in 
by relatives and friends.

MANY THANKS to all the staff and residents who contributed 
so generously to the emergency clothing drive for our Puerto 
Rican-American neighbors who were forced to leave their 
tropical island home.
In just three days, Pennswood contributed over 80 lovely coats 
and many, many toasty jackets, sweaters, gloves, scarves, 
thermal underwear, and hats (even some warm winter boots), 
We understand what it takes to function without power for even 
one night.  Your quick response and giving spirit is AWESOME!					   
Marguerite for the Quakerism Committee
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The Weekly Dish on Dining Services 
By Jim Thoma, Dining Services Manager 

•  Christmas Day Reservations were due on December 20 (Yellow Paper). If you have 
not made your reservation, please contact Gilana Zebekow for Main Dining Room at 215-
968-6577 or the Barclay Dining Room Desk at 215-504-6807 for reservations for this Dining 
Room. As a rule, the Barclay Dining Room is first reserved for the residents who reside in 
Barclay and their family members. If seating is available, residents from the Village may 
request a table in this room.
•  New Year’s Day Reservation Letters  were  distributed on December 20 and are due 
December 27(Pink Paper).
We kindly ask that you preselect an entree so that we can properly order and prepare for this 
special day. Remember that you are not committed to this choice on that day but it provides 
the Chef with indicators of the most popular resident choices.  
•  Catering Blackout Dates: Holiday Catering Blackout for remainder of 2017: Due to the 
numerous previously scheduled events throughout the Pennswood Community, Catering 
Services will not be available during the following period: December 24 through January 2
Thank you for your understanding and flexibility during these busy periods.
•  The next issue of the Weekly Dish will recap some of the highlights of the Dining Services 
Team’s achievements and fun facts for 2017.

Meet Your New 
Neighbors Dinner

The first Meet Your New Neighbors 
dinner of 2018 will be Tuesday, 
January 16. A sign-up sheet is posted 
on the Items of Interest Bulletin Board.  
Frances for the New Neighbors Tables

12-22/29-17

Flea Market Finds!
The Flea Market has wonderful 
neckties for those of you 
requesting them! Call Rhoda.
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Photos taken during the emergency by 
Yoma.

Notes From Residents in response to the 
December 14 power outage: 

Hats off, three cheers, congratulations 
to Ben, management, and staff for the 
superlative job done during last week’s 
crisis – everything could not have gone 
more smoothly. 

My heartfelt thanks, 
Sue

Dear staff and residents.

Thank you for making the evacuation go 
so smoothly. I don’t know how many of us 
had to be helped or how, but it must have 
been about 300 people that had to be kept 
informed, then moved, fed and housed 
and kept track of.  And there were many 
organizations that had to be coordinated, so 
many staff that gave up an evening, working 
long hours. Of course some residents found 
their own accommodations, but there still 
were many who did not.  Could we have 
done it better? Probably, but I have heard 
so many people marvel at how well the plan 
was executed. We felt cared for.

Thank you!
A Resident
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A Quick Look at the Tax Reform Bill
By Michael Griffin, MBA, CPA, Chief Financial Officer

As many of you are aware the new tax reform bill has been approved. While the effects of 
the bill are still being interpreted and debated I felt that it would be prudent to advise you of 
some of the highlights that we do know. Although medical and charitable deductions were 
a major concern for many of us, the potential elimination of tax-exempt bonds for 501(c)
(3) organizations was a major concern. The elimination of these bonds would have not only 
greatly increase interest rates on our debt but it would also impact our current strategic and 
master plan initiative. Therefore I am happy to say that tax-exempt bonds are safe. 

Below is a list of other areas I thought the community would find of interest. If you have any 
questions or concerns with this new bill I would suggest that you reach out to your tax advisor 
immediately so that you can prepare for next year. You may also reach out to me with any 
questions as well but keep in mind I am not a tax professional and cannot offer tax advice

Medical expenses in excess of 7.5% of adjusted gross income would be deductible for all 
taxpayers in 2017 and 2018: the threshold would then revert to 10% as under current law 
beginning in 2019. 

Charitable contributions deduction – intact with minor alterations (for example, if a 
donation is made in exchange for seats at college athletic events, it cannot be deducted)

Retains current income tax structure of seven individual income tax brackets but lowers 
rates; 

• New 10%, 12%, 22%, 24%, 32%, 35% and 37%.
• Current 10%, 15%, 25%, 28% 33%, 35% and 39.6%

Raises the standard deduction:
• Single from $6,350 to $12,000
• Married from $12,700 to $24,000

Suspends personal exemption through 2025 (may not change until 2019)
• Today you’re allowed to claim a $4,050 ($4,150 in 2018) personal exemption for 
yourself, your spouse and each of your dependents. Doing so lowers your taxable 
income and thus your tax burden. The GOP tax plan eliminates that option. 

Continued on the next page
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Caps state and local tax deduction
•  The final bill will preserve the state and local tax deduction for anyone who itemizes, 
but it will cap the amount that may be deducted at $10,000 (currently unlimited). 

Lowers cap on mortgage interest deduction
•  If you have a new mortgage on a first or second home you would only be allowed 
to deduct the interest on debt up to $750,000, down from $1 million today. This only 
pertains to new mortgages. Current mortgages will be unaffected by the change. 

Other Itemized deductions
•  Interest on qualified student education loans and tuition reimbursements – no change
•  Retirement plans and Health Savings Accounts – no change
•  Suspend other miscellaneous itemized deductions through 2025
• Moving expenses, except for active duty military personnel;  home office expense; 
laboratory breakage fees; licensing and regulatory fees; union dues; professional 
society dues; business bad debts; work clothes; and many others
•  Deductions such as tax preparation and financial advisors have not yet been 
identified.

Increases limits for Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT)
• Exemption levels for singles where raised from $54,300 to $70,300 and married couples 
from $84,500 to $109,400. 

Increases estate tax levels
• From $5.6 million to $11.2 million

Eliminates mandate to buy health insurance

Lowers tax burden on pass-through businesses tax
• The tax burden on owners, partners and shareholders of S-corporations, LLCs and 
partnerships – who pay their share of the business taxes through their individual tax 
returns – would be lowered by a 20% deduction. 

Lowers corporate tax
• From 35% to 21%



 PENNSWOOD BULLETIN   19

ARTICLES AND NOTICES

12-22/29-17

Martin Luther King Jr.
Commemorative 

Breakfast
Saturday, January 13, 2018

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Breakfast at Cedar Gardens Banquet,

661 New Jersey 33, Hamilton Township, NJ 

Benefits the male mentoring program SEED: 
Servants Endeavoring to Empower and 
Develop

Keynote speaker:
Ras Baraka, Mayor of Newark, NJ

With a special tribute by the young men of 
SEED.

Pennswood is providing transportation to 
those interested in attending. A sign-up sheet 
is posted on the Transportation Bulletin 
Board.

Departure from the Link Door at 9:15 a.m. 
Tickets are $55 each. 
Contact Lori Heading, 215-504-1139, 
Pennswood’s Communications Manager, for 
tickets. 
Pennswood Village Diversity Committee

Caregiver Group Reminder-
    The Caregiver Support Group be held on 
Monday, January 8 and 22 at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Barclay Terrace Room.
    Please join us for this informative and 
supportive group. New members are 
welcome at any time.
     Any questions, call Stephanie Vassallo, 
LCSW at 215-504-1154 or email me at 
vassallo@pennswood.org

Stephanie Vassallo, LCSW, Barclay Social 
Worker

 

Mah Jongg
 
Come to learn or play Mah Jongg on 

Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Game Room. 

All are welcome!  
 Submitted by Toni
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don’t carry cash to avoid loss or likely targets 
for robbery.

My husband, who by this time was standing 
beside me, pulled out his credit card, and the 
delivery man, asked him to swipe the card on a 
small mobile card machine with a small screen 
and keypad. Frank, my husband, was asked to 
enter his PIN number and a receipt was printed 
out. He was given a copy of the transaction.

The delivery man said everything was in 
order, and wished us good day. To our horrible 
surprise, between Thursday and the following 
Monday, $4,000 had been charged/withdrawn 
from our credit/debit account at various ATM 
machines.

Apparently the “mobile credit card machine” 
which the delivery man carried, now had all the 
info necessary to create a “dummy” card with all 
our card details including the PIN number. Upon 
finding out about the illegal transactions on our 
card, we immediately notified the bank, which 
issued us a new card, and our credit/debit 
account was closed.

We also personally went to the Police, where 
it was confirmed that it is definitely a scam 
because several households had been similarly 
hit.

WARNING: Be wary of accepting any 
“surprise gift or package,” which you neither 
expected nor personally ordered, especially if it 
involves any kind of payment as a condition of 
receiving the gift or package. Also, never accept 
anything if you do not personally know or there 
is no proper identification of who the sender is.

Above all, the only time you should give out 
any personal credit/debit card information is 
when you yourself initiated the purchase or 
transaction!

Beware of Couriers
 Bearing Gifts

The following is a recounting of the incident 
from the victim. 

Amy Keiper-Shaw, Resident Life Director

Wednesday a week ago, I had a phone call 
from someone saying that he was from some 
outfit called “Express Couriers”(the name 
could be any courier company). He asked if 
I was going to be home because there was 
a package for me that required a signature.  
The caller said that the delivery would arrive 
at my home in roughly an hour. Sure enough, 
about an hour later, a uniformed delivery man 
turned up with a beautiful basket of flowers 
and a bottle of wine. I was very surprised since 
there was no special occasion or holiday, 
and I certainly didn’t expect anything like it. 
Intrigued, I inquired as to who the sender was. 

The courier replied, “I don’t know, I’m only 
delivering the package.” Apparently, a card 
was being sent separately...the card has never 
arrived! There was also a consignment note 
with the gift.

He then went on to explain that because 
the gift contained alcohol, there was a $3.50 
“delivery/verification charge,” providing proof 
that he had actually delivered the package to 
an adult (of legal drinking age), and not just left 
it on the doorstep where it could be stolen or 
taken by anyone, especially a minor.

This sounded logical and I offered to pay him 
cash. He then said that the delivery company 
required payment to be by credit or debit card 
only, so that everything is properly accounted 
for, and this would help in keeping a legal 
record of the transaction. He added couriers 
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A Gift from the 
Students at 

Newtown Friends 
School

A wonderful gift from the students 
at Newtown Friends that is proudly 

displayed in Penn Hall Lounge.

ARTICLES AND NOTICES

12-22/29-17

FRIDAY FRIENDS 
January 2018

Table Games in Woolman
Friday, January 5 at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Woolman Enrichment Center 
Come join Newtown Friends 6th graders for 
table games in Woolman! We will be playing 
Scrabble, Uno, BINGO, and Jenga to name a 
few. All are welcome!    

Wii Tournament
Friday, January 12 at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Activities Center
Wii need you! Please join Newtown Friends sixth 
grade for a friendly game of Wii on from 11:00 to 
12:00 in the Activities Center. This has become 
a traditional event that builds community and 
is great fun. The Pennswood Panthers vs. the 
Newtown Foxes, who will win? Come to play or 
cheer! All are welcome!

Water Volleyball
Friday, January 19 at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Passmore Center Pool
Newtown Friends 6th graders will be joining the 
water volleyball class in the Passmore Center 
pool. Come cheer us on or jump in for some 
friendly competition. Hope to see you there!   

Flower Arranging
Friday, January 26 at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Activities Center     
Newtown Floral Company will be treating 
Pennswood residents along with Newtown 
Friends sixth graders to a flower arranging 
demonstration. Participants will gain instruction 
along with all the materials to create an 
arrangement.  Students will be distributing 
flower arrangements to residents of Barclay and 
Woolman following the demonstration. 

Pam Reifsneider, NFS Liaison



22   PENNSWOOD BULLETIN  

Articles and Notices

SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL AND DINNER
Saturday, July 7, 2018

On Saturday July 7, 2018 we shall be travelling to DeSales University’s Shakespeare Festival 
for a production of Twelfth Night.  After the show we will be stopping for dinner at the historic 
Piper Tavern in Pipersville, PA. 
 
The plays at DeSales in their small, up to date Shubert theatre are always well produced...
and...the actors are great. We have 14 seats on reserve at the theater until February 1, the 
deadline for sign-ups. Pennswood will be purchasing the tickets in advance so it is very 
important that prior to signing up you review the seating chart attached to the sign-up sheet to 
insure that these seats meet your personal needs. Our seats are highlighted in yellow.  From 
all appearances, these seats will accommodate hearing and visual needs as well as mobility 
issues. If these seats do not meet your needs, please do not sign up for this trip. 
 
We will be departing from the link door at 12:15 p.m. for the matinee production at 2:00 p.m.  
The $39 ticket cost will be billed on your monthly statement along with the transportation 
charge of $16.50. The cost of dinner at the Piper Tavern is on your own.  A separate check 
per table will be provided.  

A sign-up sheet is posted on the Transportation Bulletin Board.  You are responsible for all 
charges for this trip at the time of the deadline posted on the sign-up sheet.  

This trip should be exceptional.

Diane and Paulina for the Trips Committee

T A X  R E M I N D E R
 

Estimated quarterly income 
tax is  due on 

January 15, 2018.

LA MESA ESPAÑOLA    
Residents who enjoy speaking Spanish 
(or who would like to improve their ability 
to speak Spanish) are welcome to join the 
SPANISH TABLE in the Barclay Dining Room 
on Tuesday, January 9 and 23 at 5:15 p.m. 
Sign up on the sheet posted on the Items of 
Interest bulletin board.

Diana for the Spanish Table

12-22/29-17
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AT THE MOVIES: 
Penn Hall — 7:00 p.m.	        The Film Committee

FRIDAY EVENING FILM
Friday, December 22

Their Finest (2017)
Rating: R for some language and

Length:  2 hours
Starring: Gemma Arterson, Sam Claflin, 
Bill Nighy, Jack Huston, Helen McCrory,             

Richard E. Grant

The year is 1940, London, With the nation 
bowed down by war, the British ministry turns 
to propaganda films to boost morale at home.  
Realizing their films could use “a woman’s 
touch,” the ministry hires Catrin Cole as a 
scriptwriter in charge of writing the female 
dialogue.  Although her artist husband looks 
down on her job, Catrin’s natural flair quickly 
gets her noticed by cynical lead scriptwriter 
Buckley. Catrin and Buckley set out to make 
an epic feature film based on the Dunkirk 
rescue starring the gloriously vain former 
matinee idol Ambrose Hilliard.  Their Finest 
is a crowd-pleasing paean to making and 
watching movies. It is too serious to be called 
a romp, yet it has a buoyancy that lifts you.  It 
mixes comedy and drama in the behind-the-
scenes production of a propaganda war film 
and does so in a way that makes the film feel 
authentic.      

SATURDAY EVENING FILM
Saturday, December 23

A Christmas Carol (1999)
Rating: NR

Length: 1 hour, 35 minutes
Starring:  Patrick Stewart, 

Richard E. Grant, Joel Grey, Ian McNeice, 
Dominic West, Saskia Reeves

Lifelong buddies Willie, Joe, and Albert 
decide to buck retirement and step off the 
straight and narrow when their pension funds 
become a corporate casualty. Desperate 
to pay the bills and come through for their 
loved ones, the three men risk it all by 
embarking on a daring adventure to knock 
off the very bank that absconded with their 
money.  The movie is a remake of the 1979 
version starring Art Carney, Lee Strasberg, 
and George Burns. An amiable old-dudes 
acting -up movie, rather audacious, like a 
comedy about three King Lears, but it plants 
a troublesome seed: that successfully robbing 
a bank is possible, survivable, and maybe 
even justifiable.

ARTICLES AND NOTICES
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PENNSWOOD VILLAGE
 Transportation Schedule: December 24, 2017 thru December 30, 2017

All trips on this schedule will depart from the Link Door. 
NOTE: In order to be added to any trips listed here you must contact 

the Transportation Office at 215-504-1149

Sunday, December 24, 2017
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m...Travel to Newtown & Langhorne for Worship (requires prior sign-up in 
the Transportation office)

Monday, December 25, 2017  (No Shopping Scheduled)
Merry Christmas!

Tuesday, December 26, 2017
10:15 a.m….Summit Shopping Center & Newtown (return 12:00 p.m.)

Wednesday, December 27, 2017
9:30 a.m….Special Shopping to Target, Langhorne, PA (return 12:00 p.m.)
1:00 p.m….Shopping to Giant & Liquor Store at Flower’s Mill (Langhorne Library trip                  
                     is every 2nd and 4th Wednesday); return 2:30 p.m.

Thursday, December 28, 2017
12:30 p.m…Farmer’s Market and Newtown (return 2:15 p.m.) 

Friday, December 29, 2017
10:15 a.m….Summit Shopping Center & Newtown (return 12:00 p.m.)

Saturday, December 30, 2017
10:15 a.m…Shopping at Willow Grove Mall; Willow Grove, PA (return 12:30 p.m.)

Sign-up sheets for Shopping Transportation are posted on the Transportation Bulletin Board.  
Sunday worship transportation requires sign-up in the Transportation office. If you are 
interested in the “closed trips,” please see the Trips Coordinator.  
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Sunday, December 24    

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Transportation to area churches and Newtown Friends Meeting
10:30 a.m.           Friends Meeting For Worship—Barclay Terrace Room
11:00 a.m.           Interdenominational Worship Service—Penn Hall 
7:00 p.m.             Stories by the Fire—Penn Hall

Monday, December 25

Merry Christmas                                                                                                            

Tuesday, December 26         

9:00 a.m.             Aqua Blend—Both Pools
10:00 a.m.            Strong Core Healthy Backs—Warm Exercise Pool
1:30 p.m.              Sit and Stretch—Barclay Terrace Room
2:30 p.m.            Restorative Yoga December Session (sign-up required) —Aerobics Room

 Wednesday, December 27

8:45 a.m. ABC’S Class Aerobics, Balance, Coordination, Strength—Aerobics Room
9:00 a.m.               Aqua Blend—Both Pools
10:00 a.m.             PiYoChi—Warm Exercise Pool
10:15 a.m.   B & B Class: Balance and Bands Progressive (testing required)—Aerobics Room
11:15 a.m.             Tai Chi—Passmore Aerobics Room
1:15 p.m.               Volleyball—Lap Pool
1:30 p.m.               Chair Yoga—Aerobics Room
3:00 p.m.   B & B Class: Balance and Bands Kick Start (testing required)– Aerobics Room
                        

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
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Thursday, December 28

9:00 a.m.                   Aqua Blend—Both Pools
10:00 a.m.                 Strong Core Healthy Backs—Warm Exercise Pool
10:00 a.m.                 Dance—Aerobics Room
11:00 a.m.                 Pilates Practice —Aerobics Room
1:30 p.m.                   Pilates Intro for Beginners (sign-up required) —Aerobics Room
2:30 p.m.                   Pelvic Floor— Aerobics Room
4:00 to 5:00 p.m.       Apple Help—Tech Center in Activities Center
5:00 p.m.                   Single Men’s Table—Main Dining Room
7:00 p.m.                   Amahl and the Night Visitors—Game Room

Friday, December 29

8:45 a.m. ABC’S Class Aerobics, Balance, Coordination, Strength—Aerobics Room
9:00 a.m.                   Aqua Blend—Both Pools
10:00 a.m.                 Strong Core Healthy Backs—Warm Exercise Pool                                                                                                                               
1:30 p.m.                   Read the Bulletin Aloud—Barclay Kitchenette                                                                    

1:30 p.m.                   Chair Chi—Aerobics Room
2:30 p.m.                   Yoga—Aerobics Room
7:00 p.m.                   Movie—Dunkirk—Penn Hall

Saturday, December 30

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

9:00 a.m.                     Aqua Blend—Both Pools
10:00 a.m.                   Volleyball—Lap Pool
11:15 a.m.                   Strong Core - Healthy Back—Warm Pool
7:00 p.m.                     Movie—Ixcanul—Penn Hall  
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AT THE MOVIES: 
Penn Hall — 7:00 p.m.	        The Film Committee

FRIDAY EVENING FILM
Friday, December 29

Dunkirk (2017)
Rating:  PG-13 for intense war experience 

and some language
Length: 2 hours

Starring: Harry Styles, Tom Hardy, Cillian 
Murphy, Mark Rylance, Kenneth Branagh

Dunkirk is a masterpiece, epic yet intimate, 
a new war film experimental and visually 
stunning.  In terms of accuracy it rates very 
highly and there are no glaring historical 
errors.  In May 1940 Germany advanced into 
France, trapping Allied troops on the beaches 
of Dunkirk.  Under air and ground cover from 
British and French forces, troops were slowly 
and methodically evacuated from the beach 
using every serviceable naval and civilian 
vessel that could be found.  At the end of this 
heroic mission, 330 French, British, Belgian 
and Dutch soldiers were safely evacuated.  
Dunkirk dramatizes the complexity of war, 
both its horrors and heroism.

SATURDAY EVENING FILM
Saturday, December 30

Ixcanul (2016)
Rating:  NR

Language: Maya/Spanish 
with English subtitles

Length: 1 hour, 30 minutes
Starring:  María Mercedes Coroy, 

María Telón, Manuel Antún

María, a seventeen-year-old Mayan 
(Kaqchikel) girl, lives on the slopes of an 
active volcano in Guatemala. An arranged 
marriage awaits her, but her suitor must 
first spend months working in the city. It is a 
world María knows nothing of, but is forced to 
grapple with when problems arise.

Upcoming  Movies
FRIDAY EVENING 

FILM
Friday, January 5

Queen of the Desert 
(2017)

Rating: PG-13
Length: 2 hours

Starring:  Nicole Kidman, James 
Franco, Damian Lewis

SATURDAY EVENING 
FILM

Saturday, January 6

The Hero (2017)
Rating: R 

Length: 2 hours
Starring: Sam Elliott, Laura 

Prepon, Krysten Ritter 

MONDAY EVENING 
FILM

Monday, January 8
Before the Flood (2016)

Documentary
Rating: PG

Length: 1 hour, 35 minutes 
Starring: Leonardo DiCaprio,              
Ki-moon Ban, Alejandro G. 

Iñárritu   
 

ARTICLES AND NOTICES
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PENNSWOOD VILLAGE
 Transportation Schedule: December 31, 2017 thru January 6, 2018

All trips on this schedule will depart from the Link Door. 
NOTE: In order to be added to any trips listed here you must contact 

the Transportation Office at 215-504-1149

Sunday, December 31, 2017
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m...Travel to Newtown & Langhorne for Worship (requires prior sign-up in 
the Transportation office)

Monday, January 1, 2018 (No Shopping Scheduled)
Happy New Year!

Tuesday, January 2, 2018
10:15 a.m….Summit Shopping Center & Newtown (return 12:00 p.m.)

Wednesday, January 3, 2018
9:30 a.m….Special Shopping to Trader Joe’s/Whole Foods; Jenkintown, PA (return noon)
1:00 p.m….Shopping to Giant & Liquor Store at Flower’s Mill (Langhorne Library trip                  
                     is every 2nd and 4th Wednesday); return 2:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m…Community Chorus; George School Meetinghouse (return time 8:30 p.m.)

Thursday, January 4, 2018
12:30 p.m…Farmer’s Market and Newtown (return 2:15 p.m.) 

Friday, January 5, 2018
10:15 a.m….Summit Shopping Center & Newtown (return 12:00 p.m.)
12 Noon…..Kimmel Center; Philadelphia, PA (sign-up closed)

Saturday, January 6, 2018
10:15 a.m…Shopping at Neshaminy Mall; Bensalem, PA (return 12:30 p.m.)

Sign-up sheets for Shopping Transportation are posted on the Transportation Bulletin Board.  
Sunday worship transportation requires sign-up in the Transportation office. If you are 
interested in the “closed trips,” please see the Trips Coordinator.  



 PENNSWOOD BULLETIN   31

Sunday, December 31            New Year’s Eve

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Transportation to area churches and Newtown Friends Meeting
10:30 a.m.           Friends Meeting For Worship—Barclay Terrace Room
11:00 a.m.           Interdenominational Worship Service—Penn Hall 
7:00 p.m.             New Year’s Eve Concert—Penn Hall

Monday, January 1

 HAPPY NEW YEAR!
9:00 a.m.             Aqua Blend—Both Pools
10:00 a.m.           Ai Chi—Warm Pool
2:15 p.m.             Duplicate Bridge—Game Room
                                                                                                             

Tuesday, January 2        

9:00 a.m.             Aqua Blend—Both Pools
10:00 a.m.            Strong Core Healthy Backs—Warm Exercise Pool
1:30 p.m.              Sit and Stretch—Barclay Terrace Room

 Wednesday, January 3

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

8:45 a.m. ABC’S Class Aerobics, Balance, Coordination, Strength—Aerobics Room
9:00 a.m.               Aqua Blend—Both Pools
10:00 a.m.             PiYoChi—Warm Exercise Pool
10:15 a.m.   B & B Class: Balance and Bands Progressive (testing required)—Aerobics Room
11:15 a.m.             Tai Chi—Passmore Aerobics Room
11:40 a.m.             Lunch Bunch—Resident Conference Room
1:15 p.m.               Volleyball—Lap Pool
1:30 p.m.               Chair Yoga—Aerobics Room
3:00 p.m.   B & B Class: Balance and Bands Kick Start (testing required)– Aerobics Room
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Thursday, January 4   
9:00 a.m.                    Aqua Blend—Both Pools
10:00 a.m.                  Strong Core Healthy Backs—Warm Exercise Pool
10:00 a.m.                  Dance—Aerobics Room
11:00 a.m.                  Science Times—Game Room
11:00 a.m. Pilates Practice—Aerobics Room
1:30 p.m. Pilates Intro for Beginners (sign-up required) —Aerobics Room
2:30 p.m.                    Pelvic Floor—Aerobics Room
4:00 to 5:00 p.m.        Apple Help—Tech Center in Activities Center
5:00 p.m.                    Single Men’s Table—Main Dining Room

Friday, January 5

8:45 a.m.             ABC’S Class Aerobics, Balance, Coordination, Strength—Aerobics Room
9:00 a.m.                    Aqua Blend—Both Pools
10:00 a.m.                  Strong Core Healthy Backs—Warm Exercise Pool
11:00 a.m.                  Table Games with Friday Friends—Enrichment Center
1:30 p.m.                    Joyful Hearts—Barclay Terrace Room                                                                                                                            
1:30 p.m.                    Read the Bulletin Aloud—Barclay Kitchenette                                                                    

1:30 p.m.                    Chair Chi—Aerobics Room
2:30 p.m.                    Yoga—Aerobics Room
7:00 p.m.                    Movie—Queen of the Desert—Penn Hall

Saturday, January 6
  

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

9:00 a.m.                      Aqua Blend—Both Pools
9:30 a.m.                      Zumba Gold—Aerobics Room
10:00 a.m.                    Volleyball—Lap Pool
11:15 a.m.                    Strong Core—Healthy Back—Warm Pool
7:00 p.m.                      Movie—The Hero—Penn Hall  
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